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Be not deceived, God is not mocked ; ; for 
whatſoever a man ſoweth , that ſhall be 
alſo reap. 


E N that have lived a great while 
under the Power of their Paſſions, 
find nothing harder than to ſabdue 

Ki them, and bring them under the 

SW command of their Reaſon; and 

they who have given themſelves up to obey the 

Luſts of the Fleſh, meet with nothing more dif- 

fictilt, than to reſtore the! Spirit toity juſt Autchori- 

ty, and to mo their Aftions by a Principle of 

Divine-Li \ 

: Hence it corges to pals, that we may"obſerve 
men inal} rimes to make objections/apainſt the nes 
ceflity of Godlineſs and Virtue-, and'to- vent 
other ways than thoſe 6 paſribed! in the Golpel, of 
going to Heaven... -- Dy" ANT WO" 
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die, tho now they neither do what he gorpmands, 


(2) 
Some impoſe a perſuaſion on themſelves, That 
they ſhall find God merciful when they come to 


nor forbear what he forbids, nor uſe a 
to pleaſe him ; ſothatif any Conſiderati, 
their Behaviour be needful, or any pains ae 
taken, to ſpeed well in another world, they cer- 
cainly will be loſt. k, 
. Some hopeto have God's Pardon of their great 
and many Sins, by an outward ſhew only of Reli- 
ion ; they ar fixt times appear in his Houſe, they 
-_ Sermons, now and then receive the Sacra- 
ment, exactly obſerve the Rites and Ceremonies 
ordered- in-the Publick Worſhip, and repeat the 
Prayers with' the reſt of the Congregation ; bur 
with theſe things their hearts are not at all affected, 
as they certainly would be, if it was their chief 
eo in performing their Devoxions, to pleaſe 
im. | 
Others preſume God may be reconciled by a 
Scheme of ſound Principles which they have en- 
rertain'd in matters of Chriſtianity, and by their 
Orthodox Faith, noewithſtanding their Lives are 
as. bad as any of thoſe whoſe Principles are falfe 


and dangerous, and who hold 'many Errors 


touching the Faith. Again; Others expect to 
come off well in the next Life, nor from any 


Contemplation either of the Soundneſs of their 
Faith, 


C3) 
Faith, or the Holineſs of their Lives; but from 
their being Members of ſuch a Church, or from 
their being incorporated into ſuch a Sect, or join- 
ed with ſuch a Party. vhenh, * 

Burt if we look into the Scriptures, it will there % 
be evident, that men have not the leaft Encou- 
ragement to hope for Mercy from God, upon any 
of theſe Pretences ; and that it is the main Scope 
of thoſe Holy Writings, to oblige them to lead a 
Godly Life, and not 4c” as to think of Ever- 
laſting Happineſs upon other terms : Be not 'decei- 
ved, God us not mocked, &c. 

Every obſtinate"Sitmer then, ' who preſumes 
upon the Mercy of God for a Pardon, does but 
delude himſelf with a groundleſs Perſuaſion, and 
mocks his Maker, who will judge and condemn 
him ; For he that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh 
reap corruption ; but be that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall 
of the ſpirit reap everlaſting life. 

Since then it is manifeſt, That mens Rewards 
and Puniſhments hereafter, ſhall be exactly agree- 
able to the nature and kind of their works in this 
life, let us enquire by what deceitful methods 
and arts-they impoſe upon themſelves, and in a 
ſort, quiet their minds, about the ſafery of their 
future condition, notwithſtanding they abide in 
their Iniquities, and are lovers ot Pleaſure, more 
than lovers of God. Tt will not be diffcult to 
B 2 diſcover 


(4) 
difcoyer that they wrong their poor Souls with 
fuch Devices and Arrifices as theſe. 


1. If men by the diſpoſttion of their Nature, 
or the way of their Education, or the Poſt they 
hold in the World, do happen to have an 
averſeneſs to ſome crying ſins, which may pre- 


vail in the Places where they live, they take this 
averſton of theirs to be'a ſign of their being 


good; andirmakes them overlook their heinous 
Crimes of another kind; or_ to be- but ſlightly 
concern'd for them. 

The Prodigal Perſon believes all will go well 
with him, ſolong as he is free from the great fin 
of Covetoulneſs, which is the root of all evil : 
and he that _ thirſts afrer, and hunts for 


Riches, hath as favourable an opinion of the 


condition of his own Soul ; fince he can never 


be charged with the- ſcandalous faults of Riot- 
ing and Luxury, whereby men ſo cripple them- 
ſelves, as not to. be able to provide for their 
own Families, and-{o become worle than Inf- 
dels : And after this faſhion, men, by thinking 
only of the ;Ctimes they do not commit, ne- 


ver refle& upon thoſe of which they are deeply 


gufley. 

*: Thus alfo whenmen have done ſome few good 

a&ions, fuch as their Religion requires, and God 
' will 


- 
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('5 
will approve ; they are always taken up with 
meditations upon them, and do pore on them ſo 
continually, as hardly to think or ſpeak of any 
thing elſe. Whereby a number of greac ſins lye 
cover'd in their hearts ; wherefrom they receive 
no diſturbance, as not having the leaſt remorſe or 
forrow for them, or taking the leaſt care to forſake: 
them. | 


2. When men obſerve there are naughtier peo- 
ple than themſelves in the World, they are apc 
trom thence to draw a kind concluſion in behalf 
of theirown cale, and thatall will be right with: 
them ; and that God in the other World will re- 
ceive them to his Mercies; inſomuch- as all the 
proof they have for their own yirtue and God's 
favour is, that they have ſome neighbours worſe 
than themſelves. 

' They are no drankards, they are no extortio- 
ners, they are no whoremongers, they do not. 
blaſpheme God and ridicule Religion, as many 
do, and therefore it is concluded clearly, That 
they are truly righteous and honeſt men, and by 
this means they ſpend ſo much time inexpoliag: 
other mens vices, asquite to forget their own. 

As ifit was aninfallible mark of f1acere Piety; 
not to bz altogether ſo; bad-as rhe moſt infamous 
are: And yet theſe unhapyy men, who by. ukng. 


a:fals- 


2 fallacious rule, judge of themſelyes with'ſs 
much # vantage, may live in the guilt of ſeveral 
great-ſins, which are nor, perhaps, ſo notorious 
and apparent to the eyes of men; and may to- 
rally omit prayers to God in ſecret; may ſeldom 
come to his Houſe, and rarely receive the Holy 
Sacrament-; may4mprove none of their Maſter's 
Taleats;. neither feed the hungry ; nor clothe 
the naked ; nor Comfort the Sick ; nor —_—_— 
the feeble ; nor laſtly, have any due regard to 
preſerve humility, meekngl(s, charity, patience, 
purity, in their own hearts.: - 

3. Men are accuſtom'd to ſilence their Con- 
ciences, by giving wrong names to their Vices, 
and by repreſenting only the light and beſt ſide of 
their fins tothe mind ; whereby that which being 
conſidered in all its ugly circumſtances, and fright- 
ful retinue of Conſequences, would look vile 
and odious, doth. appear comely and deſirable. 

So a gratification of the moſt beaſtly Luſts, is 
accounted rational and manly Pleaſure ; Drun- 
kenneſs- goes for a free uſe of God's Creatures ; 
Whoredom is but a juſt ſarisfa&tion of the Appe- 
tites of Nature ; the ſqueezing a poor man, when 
got within our clutches, till we break him and his 
Fortunes to pieces, is but ro maintain our own 
Tights, and to preſerve our Children and Poſteri- 
ty from beggary ; for the ſlighteſt Provocation, 
coolly 


4 # 


coolly* to ſpill the Blood of our Brother, is to 
behave our ſelves like Men of Honour, and to 
keepour Perlons from falling into Contempt, and 
being trampled upon. 
Thus thoſe things, which are in themſelves 
moſt loathſome and deteſtable, neither conſiſtent 
with true Peace of Conſcience, nor the Favour 
of God, pals for Inſtances of the higheſt wiſdom 
and honour, and are reputed actions moſt worthy 
of men. And a little preſent gain, empty ho- 
nour, or ſenſual pleaſure, which dies as ſoon as 
it is taſted, mult be 'preferr'd before everlaſting 
happineſs, and the fruition of the Almighty 
and Infinitely Glorious God, to all Eternity. 
© that thoſe ſordid and mean ſenlualities, 
which ſink us into a level with the -bruces , 
ſhould be the things upon which we have ſer 
our hearts, and unto which we make all our 
Courtſhip and Addreſs! O that we ſhould be in 
love with thoſe fetrers, with which-we are drags 
ged unto the gates of death, and. be: fo ſottiſh as 
co admire the chains, . that confine usto the regi- 
ons of. darkneſF;and will. halt us faſt till che rerrt- 
ble day of Judgment, as the marks of-our honour; 
and as the true accompliſhments of our Na- 
ture ! 
4. Men make themlelves a lictle cafie- iran ill 


courſe of life, by hearing endleſs Rewards. and 
| Puniſhz 
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Puniſhments ofren ſpoke of, without applying 
them to their own condition : They can hear 
Heaven diſcourſed of, as a State of infinite Peace 


"and Delight, withour being much moved there- 


with; and they can hear Hell repreſented as a 
diſmal place, void of all eaſe and comfort, and 
be bur little troubled at it; and the reaſon'is, be- 
cauſe theſe things paſs thorough their ears like 
Romances, in which they donot imagine them- 
lelves to be concern'd. 

For when a man ſhall hear a lively deſcription 
of the Joys 'of Heaven, will not his heart be 
tranſported, and eyen lifted up within him, if he 
have ſoloved and obeyed God, in the ſeveral ſta- 
ges of his life, as to hope he has ſure ground to 


claim aright in them ? And when likewiſe- the . 


Terrors of the Lord are Preached unto the 
wicked, and diſplayed in their true colours, and 
they are plainly inform'd how inſupportable' and 
dreadful the condition of all thoſe will be; who 
{hall be baniſhed from the Preſence of God, the 
Fountain of Light and Good ,- unto everlaſting 
darkneſs, certainly they muſt be fiſfed withamaze- 
ment and horror, 'if they do but- refle&, that it is 
moſt - likely that 'they ſhall - be condemned 
for ever to dwell in that dark and doleful ha- 


bitation. 


There- 
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Therefore when ever the conſideration of our 
own title to that Glorious place doth enter into 
the meditations we . have of Heaven, it will 
warm the heart, and enliven all our affe&ions: 
And as often as the poor Sinner does entertain 
thoughts of Hell with reſpe& of the great dan- 
ger of his going thicher, - it. will .confound 
him, and take down all his confidence and pre- 
ſumption. A 

For when a man once comes to refle& that 
the dreadful things he.hears of Death and Judg- 
ment do cloſely and nearly 'concern his.moſt 


precious Soul, he will be ready to ſay with him- 
ſelf : | __ 


O my Soul ! Thou art in the Company of 
them that do fooliſhly, and. who forget God ; 
thy Happineſs in another World, does whol- 
ly depend upon thy behaviour in this Life ; 
this 'Life is very ſhort, the bufineſs thou haſt 
to do, therein is great; and when a period 
{hall -be pat to thy days, is moſt uncertain ; 
wherefore if thou ſhouldeſt be ſurpriſed by 
2 ſudden Death, before thy Sins are broken 
oft by. ſincere Repentance , thou wouldeſt be 
the moſt miſerable of all creatures, and muſk 
a5 unavoidably go down, into the. dotonleſs 
Pit, there to dwell with enraged and mexcilels 

| | "C | ils 


devils, 


C10) 
devils, as ever any unrelenting Sinner has done 
before thee. : 

Such conſiderations as theſe , will make bad 
ten apprehenſive of the vaſt hazard unto 
which boy expoſe their immortal Souls, and 


timely to remember their Creator, leſt he - 


rear them in pieces, and there be none to de- 
liver, 
Thus I have diſcovered by what arts men 
þ nom falle peace unto their Souls, and ſo far 
lude themſelves, as to fancy they ſhall "find 
God Merciful at the laſt, though they do nor 
put away their Sins ; and notwithſtanding they 
ſow to the Fleth, to preſume they ſhall of the 
Spirit reap everlaſting Life. 
Bot being now to take yr 4 Leave of you, 


or the Favours [I 


and to return my Thanks 


have received from you, which as they are * 


fo many and ſo great, that I cannot duly 
here acknowledge them , without making you 
nneafie, by treſpaſſing upon your Mode- 
ty; io during my whole Life, 1 ſhall never 
forget them : Bur by my conſtant and hear- 
ty Prayers for your Preſent and, Future Happi- 


nels; and by embracing all opportunities of 
dving dp Real Service, I ſhall endeavoyr to 
fhew, That your Kindneſles were not miſplaced : 
This being, 1 ſay, che laſt time 1 am to appear 


among 


(1) 

amang you ig the capacicy of your Miaifter, [ 
{hall = the liberty naw dr 126 arguments 
to urge the geceliity of holy living, and more 
partiqgulacly co lay down fuch direQions and 
6/0 as may be af maitgeneral and laſting be- 

It is a nable argument we have before us, 
to ſhew that the crop 3 man ſhall reap, will 
anſwer the nature and qualities of the feed, which 
he now dath ſow, Wherefare it will nor bein 
my pawer ta da you 2 greater goad, than ro ea- 
deavour $q increaſe and ftrengthen your belief of 
this imporiant truth, That they who live Wicked- 
ly, {hall reap corruption , :. e. ſhall have all 
their labour perifh and come to nathing ; and 
that they wha give up themſelves to the 
conduct of the Holy Spirit , ſhall, through 
- own and Interecflian, attain Everlaſting 

e. 
| That therefore you may nat be feduced 
by any 'of the deceirful artifices and Frauds 
naw menctianed, nor by any other wiles of 
Saran, to depend upon the Faveur of Gad be- 
fare you have parted with every known Sin, lec 
me adviſe you ta conſider : Fi 


1, That it is inconifienc both wich God's Na- 
ture and your own, for you to partake of che 
C2 happi- 
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happineſs of Heaven , before you are cleanſed 
from the filth of your Iniquities. Goodneſs, and 
Wiſdom, and Juſtice, and Truth, and Purity, are 


the inſeperable Actributes of the Divine Nature, 


which ſtand in ſuch a direCt oppoſition toall wick- 
edneſs, that God cannot but abhor it : Nothing 
being evil in its own nature, but from the un- 
agreeablenels it hath to the Efſence of God : And 
for this reaſon. he+ is ſaid to be of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity; ie. wich the leaſt allowance 
and approbation; it having ſuch a contrary ten- 
dency to his Infinite Goodneſs, and Purity, and 
Truth, that-it muſt ever be.an abomination un- 
'to him: And' for the ſame reaſon- ic is affirmed, 
'That: without holineſs no man ſhall: ſee the Lord : For 
-his Juſtice, like fire, would ſwiftly iſſue forth, and 
[devour the' impure Sinner., 
-\/'The buſineſs then of Religion, isto reſtore the 
Image of God in our ſouls, which was ſulliedand 
defaced by our fins; for by a thorough confor- 
mity'to the Divine Precepts, we ſhall arrive at 
fo happy a temper 'of mind, as only to defire what 
is-ſuirable ro the will of our Father which is in 
Heaven, and to hate only thoſe things which he 
has forbidden ; and when theſe holy diſpoſitions 
are well fertled in our ſouls, then the Glorious 
Image of God will ſhine brightly upon them, 
and chey will be as ſo many. Lights, to guide 


i others, 


up to our example. 

But were we admitted into the Preſence of 
- God, before an'entire change was ie gn in 
our minds, and all.our laſts were: mortified , 
we- ſhould be odions in the eyes of God, ſo bis 
Holineſs and Purity would fright and amaze us, 
and our polluted fouls would {ink and dye away 
at the appearance of/ ſo much Goodneſs, an Wil- 
dom, and Truth, and not find within themſelves 
the leaſt capacityto be delighted with thoſe things 
' thatare the true cauſes of: all the _y and Joy 
that is in Heaven.-: g 

The mighty defign , I Sa of all Religion, 
is, to make 'our Nature- conformable to the 
Divine Nature ; that is., To make us become 
. like unto God, in all thofe Perfe&tions of his 
. Natiire , which | can' be -imitate& by Rational 
Creatures. 

And in nothing can we ap roach nearer to- 
. the:/Likeneſs of God, than-in riving to-do: the 
greateſt good we. can, in every Capacity, to all 
' our Fellow-Creatures ; this is a God-like Tem- 
per, whereby we ſhall extremely reſemble 
our Great Maker, and become his Depuries 
'-upon' Earth , and performs that © very | work , 

which otherwiſe God. would. Hm 0008 him- 


ſelf. 
When: 


c 


others, who ina lower ſation ae trivingeo come of 


"When we Thall have, bawitht our of 'qur Souls 
all Rancour and Malice, and Pride and Envy ; 
when we ſhall have ſubdued all Covetous and 

Greedydeſlires ; all fleſhly and filthy appetites ; all 
| peeviſhnels/and uneafinels of humonr; then will 
our Soul become a moſt fir and ſuitable place for 
the holy Spiritto reſide in ; and our God will de- 
light ro dwell in us ; and we {hall have foretaſts of 
'the Joys of Heaven, even while we remain here 
upon Earth. | | 
If we 'relieve the needy, and refreſh the di- 
-frelled ; if we: farisfie the doubting, confirm 
'the wavering ; conduct into the Tight paths 
thoſe that are: gone aſtray; if we do no hurt 
'to the innacent; do not cruſh the weak, nor 
-over-reach che/tgnorant, but are helpful to all, 
as far as our power will extend: What a migh- 
'ty..deal of good ſhall we do to the World, 
4n the place and ſtead of God? And how evi- 
dent. ſhall we make it ro men, that the Divine 
Providence.doth carefully watch over the Righ- 
TteQus, and hath a tender regard to all thoſe 
that love the Lord, ,by our executing and 
fulflling ſo many. of his Gracious and Merciful 
? 


And what unconceivable rewards ſhall they 
receivein the archer World , who are the glorious 
aaſtruments of God's Providence in this; and 

| | who 


\\ 


5) 
=Fho, by cheir Piety, and Goodneſs, and Chariry, 
do help ro-bring abaur ſo yn fe of the wiſe and 
kind contrivances of their Malter, to render hi; 
poor creatures Happy ! 

Hence it appears, that the Religion which 
pleaſes God, has in all times been the ſame ; and 
Ne end of it is, to Glority Godby an imita- 
tion of him in the whole courſe of our lives. 
This was the great Do&trine taught by the Patri- 
archs before the Law, and b the Prophets under 
the Law, and by our Ble ed Saviour 'and- his- 
Apoſtles frace. Herein the Laws of Nature, and 
Mya and the Prophets, and the Goſpel of Chriſt, 

pl 
=T as \ they taught, fo hey lived; for the 
Preachers of Righteouſneſs under theſe ſeveral 
« nſations, did with the moſt ——_ love 
deepeſt reverence conſtanely Worlhip God ; 
Ds 62 themſelves with panchal Juſtice, and, 
- great Compaſſion towards their brethrem; they 
were peaceable and mon and pure, and full of 
Pity in their conve rapion, The. ſum of all their 


Doiines and the defi 180. ofall en k ma 
tro do juſtice and, Jove i nd walk humbly 
with their God. | 


As the jak of 6a "—" avis! ſo: 
a 2lt the Declarations, I Prot 
cs, - 


C19). 
ſes, nd Threatnings, publith'd in the Scri ture, 
do make ir moſt manifeſt, that we muſt faw' to 
the Spirit, if we'hope of the Spirit to ReapEver- 
lafting life.” If we read thoſe Holy Records 
from one end to the other, we ſhall not meer 
with fo much as one declaration of God made in 
favour of obdurate Sinners , who are reſoly'd not 
co turn from th&wickedneſs they have committed, 

and to do that which is lawful and right: Bur 
every where ve may obſerve his Averſion to the 
ungodly, and har; heir works ate loathſoine in 
his ſight, ©" 

God has profignniced that theſe men ſhall have 
no lot or Thate in his Kingdom; Know ye not, that 
the unrighteous ſhall pot inherit the kingdom” of God? 
be riot deceived, neither fornicators, nor idolators , nor 
thieves, nor covetous , nor drunkards, nor "revileds, 
n ff ſhall inherit the kingdom of God, 

10.  Althoug h the Supreme Powers 
FA Tor th E comic of -any*of Hele 
vile. figs s in ef own Calberey, 1 and enact no 
Laws . for. the Puniſhment of the perſons who 
were guiley, of them; and though falſe Teach: 
SN Ioald undertake 't6- -perſwade” you , thar 
you might do ſuch things ' withour lofing the 
Love of Goo Jer your poor ' ſouls would 
be WI eceiv.d, it you did practice 

BE ILTg (77s Ft che Kurtrty, p our. 

2s Teach 


_- 


ers; 


Ch) 
Teachers; or becauſe they were not puniſht by 
the Laws of the Place where you liv'd : For how 
favourably ſoever ſame may think and ſpeak of 
them ; and how ſlightly (oever others may correct 
| Fornicators, Idalaters, &c. yer God the - 5 
ous Judg of the whole World, does hate and de. 
reſt theſe Crimes, which will extinguiſh. and de- 
ſtroy all the right they had 'to inheric the King, 
dom of his Glory : For becauſe 'of theſe things 
cometh the wrath of God upon the Childrens of diſobe- 
dience, Eph. 5.6. And certainly words can hard- 
| ly be found, which mare clearly and diſtin&ly 
expreſs God's abhorrence of Men, while they 
abide in an impenitent State, than theſe. 

Moreover, if you take a ſurvey of the Divine 
Precepts, you may perceive .that they all have a 
rendency to eſtabliſh an univerſal Holineſs in our 
Minds and Practice : nothing leſs than a total 
change in our Souls will prepare us for Heaven : 


We muſt put on the new man, which after God is crea- Egh 4. 24: 
ted in righteouſneſs. and true bolmeſs ; We muſt deny rx. +. 12. 


wigedlineſs and worldly tuſts, and live ſoberly and righ- 
teoufly and gouly in this! preſent world; | For without 
thele Heavenly: and: Divine > Qualthcations of 
Mind, we {hall never be permitted to behold the 
pure and glorious Face of, God; andif we were, 
ic would confqund us,: and make us. milerable: 
Letehen Evil Rulers conwuve arthole; Vices which 
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do- not ſeem ſo direly to hazard and undermine 
their Government ; Let the prophane cry up their 
brutiſh Senſualities, as the moſt exalted Enjoy- 
ments of Human Nature ; let the frequency of 
ſome Sins leſſen their uglinels, and the ſenle of 
their danger, with unthinking Men, yet the fa- 
tal Effects of their Wickedne(s ſhall overtake 
them at the laſt, and they ſhall find every wilful 
Sin to have Malignity enough in its Nature to 
ruin them ; for \ great God does behold all 
theis Lewdneſſes and Villanies ; . he cauſes them 
all ro be recorded againft' the day of Accounts, 
and they will fink away with extremiry of de- 
ſpair, when oppreſſed with ſuch a vaſt burden 
of abominable Iniquities they ſhall be hailed to 
the Bar of Judgment. . For the ways of man are: 
before the eyes of the Lord, and he pondereth all his 
goings ; his own Iniquities fhall take the wicked him- 
Jelf, and be ſhall be boldys with the Cords of bis Sins ; 
; be. ſhall die without mſtruttion , and 'in the greatneſs 
of his. folly ſhall he go aſtray, Prov. 5. 21-3. 
Moreover if you conſider the Precepts of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, . you wilk: be' fally fartish'd, thar: 
they were - all levelld - av this: fingle-\ Mark, to: 
make Men Holy ;'thar is; to conlia the greateſt 
Benefit upon them. they! were capable to receive : 
For this 'was-to- render them acceptable to God ; 
to. make them agreeable Company for Angels ; 


and 
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and compleatly to qualifie them to be Citizens 
of the New Jeruſalem: 

In this one Point did all the Promiſes of the , 
Goſpel, and the whole delign of the Life of 
Chriſt center and ſettle ; there is not a Promiſe 
made”: *the Malicious or the Unclean, or the 
Revengeful, or the Perjur'd, or the Lovers of 
fleſhly Pleaſure; nor the leaſt anger of God 
maniteſted any where againſt the Humble and 
the Chaſt, and the Merciful and the Righteous 
Perſons ; but all the Beatitudes and Bleflings of 
Heaven are beſtowed upon the Godly, and all the 
Curſes and Puniſhments do light upon the Head 
of the Sinner. 

And lo it is plain, that our Religion was en- 
acted and publiſhednot to repleniſh our Heads with 
fine Notions, nor to furniſh our Tongues with 
Eloquent Diſcourſe ; but to fill our Hearts with 
Humility, Love, and Purity, and to govern our 
Lives and Actions by molt Holy Rules. - And 
therefore under the Chriſtian Diſpenlation no- 
thing will avail us, or ſtand our Immortal Souls 
in the leaſt ſtead, but the keeping of the Com- 
mandments of God. | 

Ic now only remaineth, that I preſent you with 
ſome Directions, that, I hope; will make a juſt 
Impreſſion upon your Minds, and be of durable 
advantage to you. 
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1. The firſt is, to keep conſtant ahd firm to 
the Communion of the Church in which you 
were Baptized and btought up; a Church whoſe 
Faich is founded upon the Scriptures ; and whole 
Worſhip, of all others, cometh neareſt to the 
Patcern left us. by the Primitive Chriſtians. 

* A Church the freeſt from Error in what 
ic Teaches; and from Superſtition in what 
ic Practices, of any, perhaps, in the World ; 
which as it hath reformed ic ſelf from the 
Corruptions of the Church bf Rome, that 
were {o deſtrutive of a good Life, ſo ic hath 
only reteined a very few Rites and Ceremonies, 
for the preſervation of Order and Decency, and 
Reverence in the Service of God:: and upon which 
i doth not lay ſo great weight and ſtreſs, as to 
hold them cx Apuh ny but hath publickly de- 
clared, © That upon weighty and important Con- 
& ſiderations, according to the various exigency 
« of Times and Occaſions, fuch Changes and 
&« Alterations may be made therein, as to thoſe 
© in Place of Authority ſhall ſeem either neceſla- 
« xy or expedient. 

Now to them that duly weigh things, it muſt . 
appear very dangerous to leave the Communion 
of a Church ſo excellently conſtitured, if you re- 
flect either upon the grievous miſchiefs of Se- 
paration, or upon the great obligmions 
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Chriſt has laid upon us to preſerve the unity of 
the Church. 

It is obſervable that hardly any thing does oc- 
caſion more bitrerneſs and heat, than an unwar- * 
rantable departure from a Church which impoſes 
nothing ſinful as a term of Communion. For 
Separariſts to juſtife their —_— will be apt to 
charge. great faults, how. little ſoever deſerved, 
upon the Society they have left ; and ſo of courſe 

row more fowr and cenſorious ; whereby ani- 
moſities will encreaſe, and the breach will be con- 
tinually widen'd by freſh | a” nar 

Thus by theſe needleſs diviſions the charity and 
good will, which our bleſſed Maſter fo ſtrictly re- 
quired, and of which he was fo glorious an Ex- 
ample, does waſt and conſume away ; and Chri. 
ſtians thus unjuſtifably ſplic into Parties inſtead 
of mutually ſupporting one another againſt the 
Common Enemy , which doth thirſt. atcer their 
deſtruction, do bite, tear, and devour each other ; 
and hereby the Band of Love which ſhould hold 
us together, is broken, and the ſeveral Members 
of that Body, whereof Jeſus Chriſt is the Head, are 
disjoynted , and become uſeleſs to the holy and 
merciful puxpoſes for which he did unite them. 

It is much to be lamented, that divers of thoſe 
who have forſaken our Church, and which .they 


have noc yet proved to have enjoyned any thing 
unlawful, 
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unlawful, under pretence of greater edification, 
and of joyning ina purer Communion , have-up- 
on the ſame ground had others ſeparate from 
them, and theſe again haveleft others, till at lengrh 
they have been of no Communion ar all ; and 
ſo with their Church have at laft alſo loſt their 
Religion. 

And yet nothing is of more neceſſity , than 
that the Unity of this Body of Chriſt, the Church, 
ſhould be preſerved entire. This che Chriſtians 


-are frequently exhorted and ſtrictly commanded 


to keep whole with the greateſt care; and upon 
this union of Members mighty bleſſings are be- 
ſtowed , there being ſcarce any promile of our 
Lord made to particular Chriſtians, but with re- 
lation to their being parts of his Church. 

We are earneſtly required to endeavour to keep 
the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace , with all 
lowlineſs and meekneſs, with long ſuffering, forbearing 
one another. And the reaſon of all this is, becaute 
there is one body and one ſpirit, one hope of our calling, 
one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, one Ged and Father 6 
all,- who is above all, and through all, and m us all. 

St. Paul beleeches the Romans to ſet a mark upon 
them who cauſe diviſions and offences, contrary to the 
deftrine which they had learned, and to avoid them. And 
moft-patherically he beſzeches the Corinthians, by the 
name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , that they all ſpeak the 
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ſame thing, and that there be no diviſions among them ; 
but that they be perfeftly joyned together in the ſame mind, 
and in the ſame judgment. © He alſo prefſeth the Phi- . 
lippians to ſtand faſt im one ſpirit , with one mind, 
ſtriving together for the faith of the Goſpel. Nay, 
with the moſt powerful and melting expreſsions 

that can come from the mouth of a man deeply 
concerned for their ſalvation, he entreats them to 

do nothing through ſtrike, whereby the Unity of 

the Church may be rent. If there be therefore any phit. +; 
conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any fel- »* 
lowſhip of the ſpirit, if any bowels of mercy, fulfil ye my 

joy, that ye be like minded, having the ſame love, beins 

4 one accord , of one mind. By that ſolid com- 

ort they had in being redeemed by Chriſt, by 

that ineffable joy which did fpring up in their ſouls 
from their fellowſhip with the Holy Ghoſt ; by 

that fatisfation and pleaſure which did proceed 
from their ſincere chariry one towards another; 

he in the moſt importunate and affeftionare man- 

ner doth requeſt, chat Peace, Unity, and Love may 

be upheld among them. 

2. 'Be very careful to do all thoſe things, in 
which holding Communion- with the Church 
doth conſiſt, and which will be true Feſtimonies 
of your adherence to- ir. Preſent your (elves 
conſtantly tro God in his own: Houſe, and ſuffer 
nothing to. divert you from. the _— - 

ole: 
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thoſe Duties which you are bound to render unto 
the Lord upon his own day. 
| Bear your part in the Publick Worſhip, join 
your Prayers with thoſe of the great Congrega- 
tion, that by their their united force, they may 
more ——— prevail for the Bleſſings you moſt 
need ; frequently receive the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, that lInſticution of our Dear Ma- 
ſter, contrived both to preferye the Memory of 
his unſpeakable Mercies, and to conhrm and 
encreaſe our Spiritual Strength. Having there- 
fore confeſt bewailed your Sins, and taken 
up ſtrong Relolutions to forlake them, do 
not fail humbly tg approch the Table of the 
Lord, and with the deepeſt Reverence and At- 
feftion to eat the Bread of Life, and drink the 
Cup of Salvation. ' 

And here it may be no improper Place for 
me earneſtly to þeſcech you, neyer to omit 
ſending up your Prayers to God in ſecret, ar 
leaſt the Morning and Evening of every day, 
and that not formally and coldly, but Gncerely 
and heartily, as Pexſons thoroughly concerned to 
be infinitely happy in another World. 

For« this Coutrte will wonderfully keep up a 
vigorous ſenſe of God. in your Souls; it will 
admirably fit you for the Publick Worſhip, 
and make you benefit. exccedingly by all the Or- 
OL dinances 
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dinances of Divine Appointment ; it will make 
you perform feveral the Inftances of Chriſtian Du- 
ty with much chearfulneſs, and enable you- eo 
bear the ſharpeſt AMiictions with greac Patience. 

And it is very obſervable that it is a great trow 
ble to thoſe people, whent hey come to die, who, 
notwithſtanding, their conſciences did- not allow 
them to live in any notorious fin, have often, upon 
flight occaſions, neglected their private prayers. 

How little regard ſoever they had to the Du- 
ty of Prayer in their healchful and youthful days, 
yet -m their lat hours they are very fenfible of 
their baſe ingratirude to their kindeſt Friend and 
great. Maſter. And the Conſideration of theſe 
omiſfions of Duty caules a terrible Conſternari- 
on int their Minds ; creates, many Scruples abour 
the ſafety of their Condition, and they are moſt 
defirous of ' opportunity and longer time to re- 
trieve their intolerable negligence. _ 

3. Le it be our-chief work and deſign to 
practice: thoſe Chriſtian! 'Graces and . Vercues, 
which! are moſt effencial ro our Holy Religion, 
and which will. be the'grear Ornaments of our 
Lives. Lec us:be: humble .in our whole: Con- 
verfation; and \never' ſuffet Pride. and  Ambirion 
to betray ns into any deeds of - Injuſtice or Re- 
venge ;. let us be: meck wmdec the; higheft\ Provo» 

x i - | 
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cations, and break the Rage and Fury of our 

Adverſaries by our Lenity and the ſweetneſs of 
our Manners; let us be true to our Word ; 

faichful in all Truſts ; grateful for every Kind- 
" neſs; ready to help all Men, ſtudying how we 

may compoſe the Differences, and heal the 

Breaches, which fill the World with Malice and 

Cruelty and Bloodſhed. 

Let us treat them gently who are not of our 
Opinion, putting the moſt candid interpretati- 
on upon each others Words and Actions ; let us 
ever be diſpoſed to forgive Injuries, and where 
we have ſuffer d wrong, and have the Offender in 
our power, to accept of a moderate ſatisfaction. 
And as I exhort you to pay all Dues and juſt Ser- 
vices to: your Supertors,. to treat your Equals with 
Friendſhip and Reſpect ; (o alſo I moſt earneſtly 
beg, that you would never forget the Poor ; bur 
as you have opportunity do good unto all needy, 
diſtreſled, ws comfortleſs Creatures. Have thou 

pecter 29+ patience with a man m poor eſtate, and delay not to 

w him mercy. Help the poor for the Commandments 
ſake, and turn him not away becauſe of his poverty, 
Loſe thy money-for- thy brother |and thy friend, and let | 
it-not ruſt under. a ſtone to be! loft. Lay uþ'thy :trea- | 
ſure according to. the Commandments of the moſt. high, 
and it ſhall bring; theee more. profit: than Gold: - Shut | 
riod, "= up 
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up Alms m thy ſtore-houſes, and it ſhall deliver © thee 
pdf all aFiftion : it ſhall fight for thee againſt thine 
Enemies better than a mighty ſhield and ſtrong , 
ear. 

Rt 4. Be ſincere in what ever you ſay or do; 
whether you go to the Houſe of God, or retire 
to your Cloſe to pray lecretly ; whether you are 
in a treaty with your Neighbours, . or relieving the 
Poor, let vain Glory have no Influence upon 
your behaviour, but ſincerely and. honeſtly pur- 
lue the honour of God and the good of your fel- 
low Creatures. Diligently enquire into the Ob- 
ligations God has laid upon each of you; and 
when you have diſcover'd whar is fitteſt and beſt 
to be done, undertake it chearfully, and let no- 
thing in the World put you by the ] pars 
ance of what you are clearly perſwaded is your 
Duty. And when you are arrived at ſuch a pitch 
of Reſolution, as never to do any thing againſt 
your Conſcierice, but to ſecure your Virrue in 
all your practices ; as you will find unſpeakable 
pleaſure in your Minds, and great eaſe in the dil- 
charge of your Chriſtian Duries, ſo you will both 
guide and ſupport weaker Chriſtians by your 
good Example. | 

5. Be nor diſcouraged ar the Difficulties you 
ſometimes may find in the exerciſe of your Religi- 
E 2 on, 
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on, and the Hardſhips you may meet with, eſpe. 
cially at the entrance of the ways of Virtue, For 
. what courſe of Life ſoever you ſhall rake, it will 
not be without its troubles. If you devote 
your ſelves to the World, or ſet your Hearts 
upon Riches, or abandon your elves to the 
Sins of the Fleſh, will you not meet witch 
more diſappointments to encounter, hercer 
Crofles to ſtruggle with, more Injuries and Af- 
ronts to hioelt, and more ſtubborn and im- 
placable Enemies to maſter than in the Service 
of God? 

O ler it be remember'd, that if you will en- 
flave your ſelves to the Luſts and Vanities of 
the World, as you muſt labour harder, meet 
with diſappointments more frequently, and fight 
more- deſperately, ſo, which is worſt of all, 
"your endeavours and pains will all prove fruitleſs 
m the Concluſion ; for you will reap nothing but 
Corryprion, the Candle of the Wicked ſhall be 
put our, and all his Greatneſs, Glory, and 
Pleafure ſhall end in outer Darkneſs and eternal 
Death. 

"Moreover you cannot hope for better uſage 
than your dear Lord found upon earth : but you 
mult expect, as he did before you, by Afﬀictions, 
by che role and by Death, to go Heaven ; for 
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the condition of Servants ought not to be better 
than that of their Maſter. = 

If ſometimes the thoughts of death are terrible, 
and your faith grows cold and ſtaggers, ſo as you 
begin to ſuſpect your own ſincerity, and to fear 

ou have not any true intereſt in the metcies of 
God, call then to mind the agony of your preci- 
ous Saviour, the drops of blood that trickled down 
his cheeks, and the earneſt prayers he made that 
the bitter Cup might pals from him. 

[ verily believe the Providence of God did or- 
der him to drink ſo deep of it, to ſupport the 
ſpirits' of all good people under the foreſt diſtrel- 
ls, and that he might be an Example for the en- 
couragement of all deſponding Chriſtians, who 
heartily love and fear God. 

Laſtly, Having determined your choice to the 
ſervice of God, and made ſome progreſs in a ho- 
ly life, permit nothing in the world to ſtop you, 
or to put. you out of your way, or to make you 
look back ; for if you make the ſhorteſt ſay, or 
turn never ſo lftle on one fide, your cares, and 
tears, and good reſolutions will prove to have 
been in vain; you will loſe the benefit of your 
paſt labours and prayers, and perplex your Soul. 
with a multicude of troubles. | 
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We have many a time concluded that nothing 
deſerves our hearts but God, and that true hap- 
pineſs is no where tobe found but in Heaven ; and 
that therefore we would dedicate our ſelves and 
all our powers unto his ſervice : bur , unhappy 
creatures, we have been unconſtant to our ſelves, 
the World has regained our affections, and we 
have doted again upon vanity, and wretchedly 
forgot our God, and our own eternal advantage. 

May therefore our bleſſed Lord, who has con- 
w Sin and vanquiſht Death by pulling out its 

ing, and diſarming it of its terrors, ſo affiſt us with 
his Spirit, ſo guide us in our duty, and ſo com- 
fort and uphold us in our ſorrows, that we 
may never again depart from him, and re- 
turn to .our Evil ways. May we imitate him 
in his Humility, his Love, and his Purity ; and 
may we never decline any ſufferings, by which 
we ſhall promote the Glory of God, and ſerve 
the Intereſts of Religion, and preſerve the Peace 
of our own Conſciences, 

May we ever tread in his ſteps, who is the 
way, and the Truth, and the Life it ſelf : May we 
ever thirſt after him, who js the Fountain of Li- 
ving Waters, and may all other things appear 
vile and deſpicable to us, in compariſon of his 
Love and Favour. 


And 
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And may a God of Infinite Bowels of Com- 

aſion , who is ever ready to cheriſh and re- 

ſh all afflicted and diſconſelate Souls , have 

ity on us, and ſafely condu&t us thorough thi 

Vale of Troubles and Tears, unto a State of 
endleſs Reſt, and Peace, and Joy. 


FINIS. 
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